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How can we leverage openly available tools to generate 
actionable information on self-archiving to increase 

science discoverability at scale?
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Cohort of clinical trial publications

Interventional clinical trials registered in ClinicalTrials.gov or DRKS

Led by a German university medical center

Reported as complete between 2009 - 2017

Earliest results publication associated with these trials 
(published between 2010 - 2020)

Dataset: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5141343
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Of the 1904 clinical trial publications, 882 (46%) 
were not openly accessible via any route 
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Potential for self-archiving: ShareYourPaper







• Has a “best permission” to archive
• Accepted or published version
• Institutional repository
• Embargo has elapsed (if any)



Of the publications behind a paywall, 742 (84%) had a best 
permission for self-archiving in an institutional repository 
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This is actionable information that can inform efforts to increase 
science discoverability

Pilot intervention to increase clinical trial 
transparency







Conclusions & Outlook

• Many results publications of a cohort of clinical trials conducted at German Universities 
remain behind a paywall when they don’t need to be

• We can use tools to obtain actionable information on self-archiving at scale:
• Support efforts to populate repositories?
• Interventions - recently published articles?

• Importance of voluntary self-archiving will partly depend on existing mandates



Thank you!
Maia Salholz-Hillel
Daniel Strech
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Find out more…  

ShareYourPaper 
Deposit tool: https://shareyourpaper.org
Demo/Q&A: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOvKLu4CnwI

Intervention to increase trial transparency 
Protocol: https://osf.io/dk6gm

Get in touch! delwen.franzen@bih-charite.de
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